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Preamble 


THE CHARITABLE IRISH SocIETY, founded in 
the town of Boston, A. D. 1737, was instituted for 
two purposes: . 

First. To cultivate a spirit of unity and harmony 
among all resident Irishmen and their descendants 
in the Massachusetts Colony; and, while adhering 
to the fundamental principle which underlies all 
governments, — obedience to properly constituted 
authority, — to advance socially and morally the 
interests of the Irish people. 

Second. To alleviate suffering, and to aid such of 
its members as by the vicissitudes of fortune might 
be deserving of its charity. 

Remembering that morality, industry and educa- 
tion are the levers which move and direct the world, 
the present members pledge themselves anew to 
maintain and perpetuate the purposes of the Society 
as expressed by its founders, so that even our 
fellow-citizens of other origin may be converted 
into helpers, ready to aid us in developing and 
strengthening our resources; and that the interests 
of Irishmen and their descendants may be advanced 
by encouraging the culture of those great principles, 
which, guided by charity, tend to make the perfect 
man. 


Commonwealth of Massachusetts 


IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED 
AND NINE. 


AN ACT 


To incorporate Shubael Bell and others, into a Society, by 
the name of the CHARITABLE IRISH SOCIETY. 


SecTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and 
House of Representatives, in General Court assem- 
bled, and by the authority of the same, That Simon 
Elliott, Shubael Bell, Andrew Dunlap, John Magner 
and John Gillis, and their associates, together with 
such others as may be admitted members of said 
association, be and they hereby are incorporated 
into a Society, by the name of the “ CHARITABLE 
IRISH SOCIETY,’ with power to have and to use a 
common seal; to make contracts; to sue and be 
sued; to establish by-laws and orders for the regu- 
lation of said Society and the preservation and ap- 
plication of the funds thereof, provided the same — 
be not repugnant to the constitution and laws of 
this Commonwealth. And to take, hold and possess 
any estate, real or personal, by subscription, gift, 
grant, purchase, devise or otherwise, and the same 
to improve, lease, exchange, or sell and convey, for 
the sole benefit of said Institution; provided the 
value of the real and personal estate of said Society 
shall never in the-whole exceed Twenty Thousand 
Dollars. 

SEc. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said 
Society shall meet annually, on the seventeenth day 
of March, in Boston, (unless the same should fall 
upon a Sunday, in which case the annual meeting 


- shall always be holden on the day succeeding), for 
the purpose of electing by ballot, from their mem- 
bers, a President, Vice-President, Treasurer, and 
such other officers as may be necessary to manage 
their concerns, and all which officers shall hold their 
said offices for one year, and until others shall be 
elected to succeed them. Upon any urgent occasion, 
the President or Vice-President, or in their absence, 
the Treasurer, may appoint a special meeting of said 
Society, said meeting to be notified in two news- 
papers in said town, five days at least before holding 
the same: provided nevertheless, that this Act of 
Incorporation shall be determinable at the pleasure 
of the Legislature. 


House OF REPRESENTATIVES, Feb. 22, 1809. 


This bill having had three several readings, passed 
_ to be enacted. 


TIMOTHY BIGELOW, Speaker. 
In SENATE, Feb. 23, 1809. 


This bill having had two several readings, passed 


to be enacted. 
H. G. OTIS, President. 


Approved, Feb. 23, 1809. 
LEVI LINCOLN. 


By an act of the Legislature, passed June 19, 1885, 
the Society was authorized to hold real and personal 
property to the amount and value of two hundred 
thousand dollars. 


Constitution and By-Laws 


OF THE 


CHARITABLE IRISH SOCIETY. 


ARTICLE I. 
TITLE. 


The style and title of this organization shall be 
the “ CHARITABLE IRISH SOCIETY.” 


ARTICLE II. 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 


SEcTION 1. Any person of Irish birth, or of Irish 
descent, may be a member of this Society, so as to 
entitle him to vote, or be an officer of the Govern- 
ment. Other persons may, by unanimous vote, be 
admitted honorary members, and their names 
shall be recorded as such. A donation of $50 
shall entitle any individual, otherwise qualified, to 
life-membership. 


ARTICLE III. 
x MEETINGS OF THE SOCIETY. 


SECTION 1. There shall be nine regular meet- 
ings of the Society in every year. The anniversary 
shall be held on the 17th of March, the Festival of 
St. Patrick, unless it should fall on a Sunday, in 
which case the meeting shall be holden on the day 
succeeding. The other meetings shall be held on the 
third Mondays in April, May, September, October, 
November, December, January and February. 


CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS. 7 


Sec. 2. Twenty members shall be deemed a 
quorum for the transaction of business at all regular 
and special meetings of the Society. 


ARTICLE IV. 
THE GOVERNMENT. 


SECTION 1. The Government of this Society 
shall consist of a President, Vice-President, Treas- 
urer, Secretary, Assistant Secretary, Keeper of the 
Silver Key, and a Board of Five Directors, (of 
which the Keeper of the Silver Key shall be one, 
and ex officio Chairman), who shall severally rank 
as in the order of this recital. 

Sec. 2. They shall be chosen annually at the anni- 
versary meeting, by written ballot, and shall continue 


* in office until their successors are chosen. 


Sec. 3. Officers shall be balloted for on one ticket, 
having list of officers to be elected printed thereon, 
with blank spaces left to write in names of 
candidates. 


Sec. 4. Balloting for officers shall be by roll of 
membership; members present wishing to vote shall 
come forward and deposit their ballots in a receptacle 
and place to be designated by vote of the members. 
The Assistant Secretary of the Society, or person 
designated for that purpose by the presiding officer, 
shall check their respective names as they deposit 
their ballots. One-half hour after opening the meet- 
ing, balloting for officers shall begin, and the polls re- 
main open for at least one hour, and for such addi- 
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tional time as may be determined by a majority of 
the members present. 

Sec. 5. A committee shall be appointed by the 
presiding officer to receive, assort and count ballots 
in open meeting, and announce the result to the 
presiding officer, who shall officially declare the 
names of the officers legally elected. 


ARTICLE = V. 
DUTIES OF THE PRESIDENT. 


SEcTION 1. It shall be the duty of the President 
to preside at all meetings of the Society; to preserve 
order, etc.; and to call special meetings of the 
Society on a requisition signed by ten members; 
but he may call special meetings in case of the 
death of any member without such requisition. 

Sec. 2. In case of the absence of the President, 
the Vice-President is invested with Presidential 
power; and in cases for which no provision has 
been or can seasonably be made by the Society or 
Government, the presiding and directing authority 
shall be in the highest office present. 


ARTICLE V1; 
DUTIES OF THE TREASURER. — FUNDS. 


SECTION 1. The Treasurer shall receive all 
moneys due the Society collected by the Secretary, 
and shall pass his receipt for the same in the record 
book of the Society. He shall possess all the funds 
and property of the Society, and shall keep a record 
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of the same in a book provided specially for the 
purpose; and he shall invest or appropriate them in 
such manner as two-thirds of the members present at 
any meeting of the Society, (specially called for the 
purpose), shall think most beneficial. Before enter- 
ing upon the duties of his office he shall each year 
give a bond, with two sufficient sureties approved by 
the Society, for an amount equal in value to the 
property in his charge, wherein he shall promise to 
refund all moneys, or whatever else may be com- 
mitted to his care, on the expiration of his term of 
~ service, or on his resignation or removal from office. 
He shall keep a correct account of the receipt, invest- 
ment and disbursement of all funds, which account 
shall be subject to the inspection of the Board of 
Directors, or such other Committee as the Society 
or Government may appoint at their pleasure, and 
shall make a full annual report of the same at each 
anniversary meeting. 

Sec. 2. When the funds are loaned or invested, 
it shall be in the name of the Charitable Irish Society. 

Sec. 3. No officer of the Government shall, 
whilst in office, be a borrower or a security for the 
repayment of any loan from the Society. 


ARTICLE VII. 
DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY AND ASSISTANT SECRE- 
TARY. 
SEcTION 1. The Secretary shall keep a record.of 
the proceedings of the Society and of the Govern- 
ment thereof; shall issue notifications of the regular 
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meetings of the Society, and, by the direction of the 
President, (see Art. V., Sec. 1,) of special meetings 
of the Government and of the Society, and shall de- 
liver to the Board of Directors the names of candi- 
dates for admission, together with the names of the 
members by whom such candidates are proposed. 

Sec. 2. He shall make an annual report of the 
number of members, meetings, and the general con- 
dition of the Society, the amount of fees received 
and due, and of resignations and deaths of members. 

Sec. 3. He shall give notice of all meetings at. 
which action upon amendments to the Constitution 
is to be taken. 

Sec. 4. The Assistant Secretary shall assist 
the Secretary when he is present, and assume his 
duties in his absence. 


ARTICLE VIII. 
DUTIES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 


SEcTION l. It shall be the duty of the Board of 
Directors to receive the names of candidates for 
membership from the Secretary, to whom they shall 
have been reported; to inquire into the character 
of candidates and report thereon to the Society. 

SEc. 2. To examine the accounts of the Treas- 
urer and Secretary, prior to their annual report, 
and if they find them correct to file a certificate 
to that effect. 

SEC. 3. To inquire into the character and con- 
dition of applicants for the charity of the Society, 
as provided for in Article XI. 
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ARTICLE IX. 
MEMBERSHIP. 


SEcTIon 1. Each and every person applying for 
membership in the Society, shall be recommended 
by three members, and, if approved by the Board 
of Directors, shall be admitted if they receive the 
votes of three-fourths of the members present at 
any regular meeting subsequent to the meeting at 
which their names are proposed. 

Sec. 2. Each application for membership to 
the Society shall be accompanied by the initiation 
fee of THREE DOLLARS. 

SEc. 3. Every person, when admitted into this 
Society, shall subscribe to the Constitution and By- 
Laws, otherwise he shall not be considered a 
member. 


ARTICLE X. 
DUES AND PAYMENTS. 


SEcTION 1. The annual assessment upon each 
member shall be three dollars, and any member 
omitting to pay his annual assessment for three 
successive years shall, by such omission, notice hav- 
ing been previously given by the Secretary, be 
dropped from the roll of membership. 


Sec. 2. Any person who shall have been elected, 
and omits to sign the Constitution for the term 
of one year, shall forfeit his right to membership 
under that election, and must. be proposed and bal- 
loted for anew. 
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ARTICLE XI. 
CHARITY, DONATIONS, ETC. 


Section 1. It shall be the duty of the Board of 
Directors to inquire into the character and condition 
of applicants for the charity of this Society, and 
if such applicants be considered deserving objects, 
to give them an order on the Treasurer for the 
amount deemed proper, limited, however, in propor- 
tion to the sum voted by the Society to be appropri- 
ated for charitable purposes. Those who are or have 
been members, shall, if in distress, always have a 
prior claim. 


ARTICLE XI, 


SEcTION 1. No debt other than contingent ex- 
penses shall be contracted except by a two-thirds 
vote of the members present at any meeting, and no 
sum exceeding one hundred dollars shall be appro- 
priated at any meeting unless the members of the 
Society shall have received notice from the Secretary 
previous to the meeting that such appropriation is 
to be acted upon. 


Sec. 2. Any member desiring to offer an order 
appropriating money exceeding the sum of one hun- 
dred dollars,shall file a copy of such order with the 
Secretary of the Society at least ten days before 
the meeting upon which such order shall come up 
for action. 

ARTICLE XIII. 


Section. 1. The Anniversary shall be celebrated 
in such a way and manner as the Society shall de- 
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termine at the regular meeting in December, or at 
any special meeting called for that purpose. 


ARTICLE. XIV. 


SecTion 1. Any dispute arising in the Society, 
shall be settled and finally adjusted by the Govern- 
ment, and the parties not submitting to their deci- 
sion-shall bé liable to fine or expulsion, at the dis- 
cretion of the Society. 


ARTICLE XV. 


SecTION 1. This Constitution and these By-Laws. 
may be altered or amended when a written proposi- 
tion for the same shall have been presented at least 
one regular meeting prior to action being taken 
thereon, and upon the concurrence of two-thirds of 
the members present. 


TS 


By-Laws 


1. The President shall order special meetings of 
the Society on a requisition signed by ten members, 
presented at least twenty-four hours previous to the 
time contemplated for said meeting to take place, 
and direct the Secretary to notify the members of 
the same and the object set forth in the requisition. 

2. The President shall preserve decorum and 
order; may speak to points of order in preference 
to other members; and shall decide all questions of 
order subject to an appeal to the meeting, by motion 
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regularly made and seconded. No other business 
shall be in order till the question on the appeal shall 
have been decided. 

3. The President shall declare all votes, and he 
may, upon any member rising and doubting the vote, 
call on the members for or against the question to 
rise and stand until they are counted by the Secre- 
tary, without any further debate on the question. 

4. The President shall propound all questions in 
the order in which they are named, unless the sub- 
sequent motion be previous in its nature, except that 
in naming sums and fixing times, the largest sum and 
longest time be put first. 

5. When a motion is pending, the President 
shall entertain no motion, but 


1. To adjourn, 

2. For the yeas and nays, 

3. For the previous question, 
4. To lay on the table, 

5. To postpone indefinitely, 

6. To postpone to a day certain, 
7. To commit, 

8. To amend, 


which several motions shall have precedence in the 
order above stated, but no motion shall be received 
from a member, while another has the floor. 

6. When two or more members happen to rise at 
once, the President shall designate the one who is en- 
titled to the floor. 
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7. A motion to adjourn shall always be consid- 
ered first in order; and that motion and the motion 
for the yeas and nays, to lay on the table, and to in- 
definitely postpone, shall be decided without debate. 

8. On all questions and motions whatsoever, the 
President shall take the sense of the meeting by yeas 
and nays, whenever one-third of the members present 
shall so require. No motion shall be entertained 
while the yeas and nays are being called, except by 
unanimous consent; nor any debate allowed while 
the members are voting on any question; nor shall 
a motion to adjourn be received. When the yeas and 
nays are being taken, the roll shall be called and no 
member shall be allowed to vote who shall not be 
upon the floor at the time his name is called or before 
the roll call is finished. Any member may change his 
vote after the yeas and nays have been called 
through, and before the vote is announced from 
the Chair. 


9. The President shall put the previous question 
in the following form. Shall the main question 
be now put? and all debate on the main question 
shall be suspended until the motion for the previous 
question shall have been decided. If the question so 
put be decided in the affirmative, the question shall 
be taken forthwith on the pending amendments in 
their order, and then upon the original motion. All 
incidental questions of order arising after a motion 
is made for the previous question, shall be decided 
without debate, excepting on _an appeal from the 
decision of the Chair, and on such appeal no member 
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shall be allowed to speak more than once without the 
consent of two-thirds of the members present. 


10. Every member when about to speak in de- 
bate, or deliver any matter to the Society, shall rise 
and respectfully address himself to the President, 
shall confine himself to the question under debate, 
and avoid personality, and when he has done speak- 
ing shall sit down. 


11. No member when speaking shall be inter- 
rupted by another, but by rising to call to order, or 
for the purpose of making an explanation. 


12. No member shall speak more than twice on 
any one question, and on an appeal and previous 
question only once, without first obtaining leave of 
two-thirds of the meeting. 

13. When a vote has passed, it shall be in order 
for any member of the majority to move for a re- 
consideration thereof, except in cases of alterations 
of the Constitution on the same or succeeding meet- 
ing, and when a motion for reconsideration is de- 
cided, that decision shall not be reconsidered. 

14. No motion or proposition of a subject dif- 
ferent from that under consideration, shall be admit- 
ted under color of amendment. 

15. No motion shall be debatable until seconded 
and stated from the Chair by the Presiding Officer, 
and then can only be withdrawn by the mover, with 
the unanimous consent of the members present, be- 
fore an amendment is made or a vote taken. 

16. Any question shall be divided when called 
for by any member, if the sense will admit of it. 
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A motion to strike out and insert shall be deemed 
indivisible, but a motion to strike out being lost, 
shall neither preclude amendment or a motion to 
strike out and insert. 


17. When a motion is made and seconded, it 
shall be reduced to writing if desired by the Presid- 
ing Officer, before being put to the meeting. 


18. When a motion to adjourn is made and lost, 
a motion again to adjourn would not be in order, un- 
less some business has been transacted in the inter- 
val between the two motions. 


19. These Rules and By-Laws may be altered 
and amended in accordance with article fifteenth of 
the Constitution. 


20. Any one of these By-Laws may be tempo- 
rarily suspended, with the consent of three-fourths 
of the members present and voting. 

Cushing’s Manual shall be used as the standard 
for Rules of Order in all cases not herein specified. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


1. READING THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS 
MEETING. 

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS ON 
CANDIDATES FOR MEMBERSHIP. 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS. 

PROPOSITIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS. 

GENERAL BUSINESS. 
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